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P r o t e s t  by s u b c o n t r a c t o r  of a g e n c y  d e c i s i o n  
t h a t  materials t o  be  s u p p l i e d  by subcon-  
tractor u n d e r  prime c o n t r a c t  are unaccep t -  
able w i l l  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  GAO B i d  
P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s .  

Le P r i x  E lec t r ica l  D i s t r i b u t o r s ,  L t d .  protests t h e  
r e j e c t i o n  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  Homestead 
A i r  F o r c e  Base, o f  materials it p r o p o s e d  to  s u p p l y  a s  a 
s u b c o n t r a c t o r  t o  P a l m e r  Electric Company, t h e  prime 
c o n t r a c t o r  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  N o .  F08621-83-C0027. 

Accord ing  t o  L e  P r i x ,  it received a p u r c h a s e  o r d e r  
from Palmer f o r  t h e  mater ia ls  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  con-  
t r ac t .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  it was i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
mater ia ls  were r e j e c t e d  by  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and t h a t  Palmer 
was c a n c e l i n g  i ts  o r d e r .  L e  P r i x  o b j e c t s  to t h e  A i r  
F o r c e ' s  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  mater ia ls  were " t r e m e n d o u s l y  ambiguous."  By t h i s ,  w e  
u n d e r s t a n d  L e  P r i x  t o  mean t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  s p e c i f i c a -  
t i o n s  were so b r o a d l y  w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  materials L e  P r i x  
p r o p o s e d  t o  s u p p l y  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t a b l e .  Le  P r i x  
a l so  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  i t s  l o w  mater ia l  pr ices  made it pos- 
s ib l e  f o r  Palmer t o  b i d  upon and  b e  awarded  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
for h a l f  t h e  price t h e  A i r  F o r c e  had  e s t i m a t e d .  

Under o u r  B i d  Protest P r o c e d u r e s ,  4 C.F.R. P a r t  2 1  
(1983) ,  w e  c o n s i d e r  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  award  o f  
gove rnmen t  c o n t r a c t s .  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  award  of s u b c o n t r a c t s  i n  l i m i t e d  c i r cum-  

75-1 C P D  166.  However,  L e  P r i x ' s  c o m p l a i n t  is n o t  d i r e c t e d  
t o  t h e  award o f  a s u b c o n t r a c t .  R a t h e r ,  it c o n c e r n s  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  of t h e  gove rnmen t  t h a t  L e  P r i x ' s  materials are 
u n a c c e p t a b l e .  T h i s  is a matter of c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
be tween  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and  t h e  prime c o n t r a c t o r  wh ich  is 
n o t  c o g n i z a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  Bid Protest P r o c e d u r e s .  Empire 
G e n e r a t o r  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  B-212298, J u l y  2 1 ,  1983,  83-2 CPD 
114  . 

T h i s  O f f i c e  a lso c o n s i d e r s  p ro t e s t s  

, s t a n c e s .  Optimum S y s t e m s ,  I n c . ,  5 4  Comp. Gen. 767 (19751 ,  



B-213050 

Accord ing ly ,  t h e  p r o t e s t  w i l l  n o t  be cons idered  on t h e  
merits. 
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